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THE PROPOSED EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


„Art. 1—Men and women shall have Rights throughout the United 
States and every place subject its jurisdiction, 


Genate—By Senator John G. (Del.), and Senator Ed- 
2 — (Neb.), Jan. 4, 1989, (Senate Joint Resolu- 


Louis Ludlow, (Ind.), ‘ 939, 
House J eint Resolution 0. 27). 
tative Ambrose J. (Md.), Jan. 8, 
1989, (House Joint Resolution No. 25). 
Present Status 


Senate — Before Judiciary 
House — Before Judiciary Committee. 
Favorable action by Sub-Committee April 26, 1989. 


THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 


-n the ratification of this 
and have ual 


ing natio 
„The members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 
men and women shall have equal rights in all other fields.’’ 


right to work for a living. Do not let this happen again! 


Now is the Time 


O January 3 the second session of the Seventy- 
Sixth Congress will convene in the Nation’s 
Capital. Before this Congress will come the proposed 
Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution complet- 
ing the citizenship of American women by guarantee- 
ing to them the rights of citizens. 


The Amendment is now in the Judiciary Committee 


of both the House and Senate and favorable votes of 
these committees would send it immediately to both 
branches of Congress. It is not the responsibility of 
Congress to determine whether the Amendment will 
be added to the Constitution. Congress only votes to 
submit the Amendment to the States for decision, after 
there has been sufficient demand for its submission. 
The few remaining weeks before January 3 there- 
fore are very important ones in the campaign. Mem- 
bers of Congress are now at home—back in the states, 
where their constituents have the opportunity to make 
known to them their wishes. A campaign in the states 
at this time might well provide the margin of victory. 
Deputations from the many organizations calling on 


members of Congress and urging that they not only 


vote but work for immediate favorable action on the 
Amendment would have great weight and leave no 
doubt as to the widespread demand for the legislation. 

Sixteen national and several hundred state and local 
organizations of women have gone on record for the 
Equal Rights Amendment. Now is the time to coordi- 
nate the efforts of these groups in order to make them 
effective. No member of Congress should be permitted 
by the women of his or her state to return to Washing- 
ton without full knowledge of the Amendment, the 
necessity for it, and an ap that it be given support. 

The time is not far distant when women will be 
granted a full share in democracy through Constitu- 
tional Amendment and those who help bring this about 
will be as proud of their part in the achievement as 
were the women who helped to win suffrage. 

Members of Congress who twenty years ago cast 
their votes to submit the Suffrage Amendment to the 
States are likewise justly proud of that action. It is 
difficult to find an — 4 opponent who will admit 
having opposed it. 

The dire consequences predicted as a result of the 
Suffrage Amendment never materialized. In fact they 
are quite ludicrous after nineteen years of Suffrage. 
The identical predictions were resurrected as bugaboos 
in connection with the Equal Rights Amendment. It 
is well to remember that in the early days of our Nation 
democracy for men encountered opposition. 

The fate of the Equal Rights Amendment in the 
coming session of Congress is in the hands of women 
in the states, who must secure the support of their 
members of Congress. 

It is one thing to endorse a measure and another to 
aggressively campaign for it. Women must fight for 
democracy if they are to win it. 

Since the Amendment is now before the Judiciary 
Committees of Congress a letter to each committee 
urging favorable action should be sent as soon as pos- 
sible, addressed to Judiciary Committee, House of 
Representatives, Washington, D. C., and Judiciary 
Committee, U. S. Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Effective work for the Amendment now will pay 
rich dividends in the future. With the Amendment a 


part of the Constitution there will be no such thing as 


the sorry spectacle of State legislatures considering 
proposals to deprive American women citizens of the 
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Tributes Elizabeth Cady Stanton 


O CEREMONIES of 


vember 12 in commemora- 
tion of the 124th birthda 

annive of Elizabeth y Stanton. Each gave to 
the illustrious pioneer worker for equal rights for 
men and women not only the gratitude of women, but 
official recognition by her state and national govern- 


ments. 

In the Nation’s Capitol in ge ae D. C., before 
the Adelaide Johnson statue of the 5 Rights 
Pioneers, Elizabeth Cady Stan- 
ton, Susan B. Anthony and 


‘REMON] POSTMASTER GENERAL URGED TO EXPRESS 
special significance NATIONS APPRECIATION OF MRS. STANTON 
BY ISSUING COMMEMORATIVE STAMP 


Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
were present at the cere- 
mony. The tablet marking 
the site of Mrs. Stanton’s 
last home was unveiled by 
her great- ddaughter, Mrs. Harriot Stanton de- 
Forest Allaben, assisted by her four-year-old daughter, 
Catherine. Among the speakers were Mrs. Stanton’s 
granddaughter, Mrs. Nora Stanton Barney, of Green- 
wich, Conn., and Miss Katherine Devereux Blake, of 
New York, widely known educator, peace advocate and 
Chairman of the Committee on International Relations 

: of the New York Federation 
of Women’s Clubs. Miss Blake 


Lucretia Mott, there was held 


knew Mrs. Stanton well. 


— ational Wo. : 1939 Biennial Conference mony were kee 5 
man's Party. National Woman's Party ed that Harriot Stanton Blatch 

Simultaneously with the | the distinguished daughter o 
Washington observance an- WASHINGTON Mrs. Stanton, who has so faith- 
other was held in New York a i fully followed in her footsteps 
City on the site of Mrs. Stan- Friday, December 15 could not be present. The 


ton’s last residence, 250 West 
94th Street, where a bronze . 
tablet designating the historic 


t was unveiled the New 
ork Education ent 
and the National oman’s 


Party. Members of Mrs. Stan- 
ton’s family and state officials. 
were among those attending. 

Mrs. Ethel Ernest Murrell, 
Florida Chairman for the Na- 
tional Woman's Party, in a 
beautiful eulogy of Mrs. Stan- 
ton, expressed the gratitude of 
women for the vision, the cour- 
age and the endless effort of 
the woman who 91 years ago 
dared to ask equal rights for 
her sex. 

Mrs, Alma Ambrose, of Bal- 
timore, Md., chairman of the 
Eastern Regional Conference, 
E other speakers being 

rs, Elli , Penn- 
sylvania Chairman; Mrs. Elsie 
Graff, Virginia Chairman; 
Mrs. George Halsey, Maryland 
Chairman; Mrs. Marie Moore 
Forrest, District. of Co- 


STATES. 


Saturday, December 16 


DINNER—COSMOS CLUB, 7:30 P. M., Fri- 
day, December 15. Open to the Public. Price 
$1.50. Addresses by prominent Democrats 
and Republicans. 


MORNING and AFTERSOON MEETINGS, 
starting 10 A. M., Saturday, December 16— 
ALVA BELMONT HOUSE. 


Discussion of IMMEDIATE STEPS for the | 
ADVANCEMENT OF THE EQUAL | 
RIGHTS AMENDMENT. 


Morning Session PROGRESS IN THE 
Afternoon Session—INTERNATIONAL AF- 
FAIRS. 


The Goal Is In Sight! Come And Help! 


ANNA KELTON WILEY (Mrs. Harvey W.) 
National Chairman, N. W. P. 


MARIE -MOORE FORREST 
Conference Chairman 


— us dedicate ourselves anew to 


words of her beautiful mes- 
sage, reverent, intimate and 
reminiscent, brought to those 
gathered together a conscious- 
ness of a goal yet to be at- 
tained and a torch still to be 
carried rather than the closing 
| of a chapter with a tribute to 
one who had achieved. 


“Dear friends and veterans 
of the Eternal Struggle for 
Woman’s Freedom,” wrote 
Mrs. Blatch. “I t you from 
the deep memories of old: So 
full of stirring reminiscences. 

“This is a well-nigh holy oc- 
casion that brings us together 
here today. We commemorate 
the anniversary of the birth, 
one hundred and twenty-four 

years ago, of my mother, Eliz- 
abeth Cady Stanton, as well as 
her endeavors and her achieve- 
ments on this very spot. 
“She passed on to us the 
banners of equality and free- 
dom to be borne ever forward 
to the still distant goal. Let 


lumbia Chairman, National 

Woman’s 5 A and Mrs. Helen Hoy Greeley. Mrs. 
Forrest brought to the gathering a message from 
Alice Paul, founder of both the National Woman’s 
P and the World Woman's Party, who is now at 
the World Party Headquarters in Geneva. The great- 
est thing the women of the United States can do to 
help women of the world,” read the message, “is to 
win the campaign for the Equal Rights Amendment. 
Women of the world look to the United States to set 


the example.” | 
At the close of the Washington meeting there was 


sent to Mrs. Harriot Stanton Blatch, daughter of Eliz- 
abeth Cady Stanton, ill at her home in Greenwich, 
Conn., an affectionate greeting expressing disappoint- 
ment at her inability to be present and appreciation of 
her own great contribution to the cause of women. 

In New York, three generations of descendants of 


lacing the cap-stone upon the 
final victory of whine rights.“ 

Governor Herbert Lehman, Governor of the State 
of New York, in a greeting said: “It is well that the 
University of the State of New York decided to mark 
the location of Mrs. Stanton’s residence. Her work 
with Susan B. Anthony in behalf of equal rights for 
women entitles her to a lasting place in the record 
of the suffrage movement.“ 

From Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia, of New York, 
came the following: “I would like to take this oppor- 
tunity to pay tribute to the memory of one of the most 
outstanding women America has known. The right 
of women to vote and to take an active part and inter- 
est in the affairs of their government was among the 
most progressive and important of the amendments to 
the Constitution of the United States, and Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton’s contribution to this cause is worthy of 
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tribute and gratitude as never ending as her efforts 
for its fulfillment were untiring and indefatigable.” 

United States Senator James M. Mead, of New York, 
said: “This tablet to Elizabeth Cady Stanton serves a 
worthy purpose enriching the memory and commemo- 
rating one who served so loyally and devotedly the 
cause of women’s rights.” 

From Congressman Sol Bloom, of New York, came 
this tribute: As one who has alw admired the 
really great work accomplished by lizabeth Cady 
Stanton, I am particularly hap hat this tablet is 
being erected to her memory. Mrs. Stanton was one 


of those great pioneers who has done so much to con- . 


tribute to the advancement of the well being and the 
welfare of the American people.” 


Alma Lutz, author of a biography of Mrs. Stanton 
now being published by John Day and Company, 
wrote: “I am very sorry that I am unable to be pres- 
ent at this ceremony to pay tribute to Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, for I know that I and every woman in the 
a who cherishes freedom owe her a debt of grati- 

e. 


“Elizabeth Cady Stanton had the vision, the courage 
and the determination to work for the emancipation 
of women at a time when this was a very unpopular 
and unladylike thing to do. Her interest in women’s 
advancement went far beyond woman suffrage to 
equal rights under the law and in all human relation- 
ships. She also saw that before women could be com- 

letely free there must be a great change in their own 
inking—a discarding of false traditions and a cul- 


tivation of confidence in themselves... . In 1850, Eliza- 


beth Cady Stanton made this plea—‘Take down every 
barrier in woman’s way and let her find her own 
sphere.’ That this statement made 89 years ago is 

ill applicable today is an indictment of our progress. 


. In 1989 as in 1850 there is need to say with Eliza- 


beth Cady Stanton, Take down every barrier in 
woman’s way and let her find her own sphere.’ ” 


George Gordon Battle, distinguished authority on 
International Law, said: Mrs. Stanton richly deserves 
this tribute of the New York State Department of 
Education, the National Woman’s Party, and all 
women’s organizations gathered to pay her honor.” 

From Vassar College, through Dean Mildred Thomp- 
son, came this message: “This occasion and the place 
both seem to me to be so distinctly important in the 
history of our country, and especially in the advance- 


ment of interests of women, that I as the Dean of 


Vassar College and a Vassar alumnae take pleasure 
in sending my greetings on this occasion. We are most 
happy to have our strong connections with Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton through her daughter, Harriot Stanton 
Blatch, whom we are proud to claim as one of our 
2 Vassar in its early days profited greatly 

y the great zeal of women for the cause of women 
and by the passionate desire of women over the coun- 
try to seize the opportunities which were being offered 
for their development through educational means. We 
therefore feel ourselves a part of this great movement 
for the advancement of the cause of women which is 
so nobly symbolized by the career of Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton.” 

Mrs. Ogden Mills Reid, of the New York Herald- 
Tribune, unable to attend, wrote: “Because of my 
feeling for the _— of Mrs. Stanton as well as my 
admiration for her, I am sad that I cannot even be 
present at this interesting gathering.” 

From the Business and Professional Women’s Club 
of Johnstown, N. W., birthplace of Mrs. Stanton, came 
5 ee through its President, Robertene M. 


1 


“We who dwell here in Elizabeth Cady Stanton’s 
megs | home are deeply moved by your commemoration 
f the birthday of our townswoman. There are those 
living among us still who remember the old mansion 
of gray brick where she spent her childhood and many 
happy intervals in her later years, and who caught 
from their parents or grandparents a reflection of the 
strength and sanity she shed about her. The old Acad- 
edy where she studied her Greek and Latin is still 
standing and served for the schooling of our parents 
and many of our elder friends. 


J read from one of her letters these lines: ‘As I sit 
beside Hattie with the baby in her arms, and realize 
that three generations of us are together, I appreciate 
more than ever what each generation can do for the 
next one, by making the most of itself and thus slowly 
building the Jacob’s ladder by which the race shall at 
last reach the divine heights of perfection.’ 


We hope and pray that her spirit is still with us 
and if ever we doubt its influence we will gather fresh 
faith and trust in her mission when we remember the 
memorial you are raising to her in the heart of our 
mightiest city.” 

At the close of the meeting resolutions were adopted 
petitioning the Postmaster General of the United 
States to “express the nation’s appreciation of her 
(Mrs. Stanton’s) character and her achievements 
through the issuance of a commemorative stamp on 
the one hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary of her 
birth, November 12, 1940.” 


In addition to these two nationally important cere- 
monies, women in various parts of the country ob- 
served the anniversary with meetings, radio broad- 
casts and other tributes to Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
who with Lucretia Mott called the first Woman’s 
Rights Convention and who made the first public de- 
mand that women be enfranchised. | 


What Better Christmas Gift? 


Alva Belmont House 
NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
Rooms are available to members and their friends 


Rates, $2.00 to $3.00 per day, according to accommodations 
BREAKFAST, 25c to 330 
| Reservations should be made well in advance, due to the limited |} 
| | number of rooms available. | 

JANE BOWEN, House Director. 


44 B St., N. E.) W D. 
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Hi What better Christmas gift for a woman than a subscription 
1 to Equal Rights? 

q Through Equal Rights you inform her concerning her 
a’ conditions under which she lives. 

Ai Through Equal Rights you may inform her how to help to 
11 better her status and that of her daughter, her granddaughter 
it and other women of future generations. 

ih Send in $1 for each subscription you desire to give as a 
1 Christmas gift, together with the names of those to whom you 
desire that Equal Rights be sent, and we will notify them in 
th time for Christmas. 

165 Make your contribution to the cause and at the same time 
ö make your gift a real gift —a woman’s gift to a woman! 
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RS. HARVEY W. WILEY, of Washington, D. C., 

was elected Chairman of the National Woman’s 
Party at the close of a meeting of the Executive Coun- 
cil held at National Headquarters in Washington 
November 18-19 and ending with a call for a National 
Conference for December 15-16 in the Nation’s Capital. 
Mrs. Wiley succeeds the late Mrs. Sarah Thompson 
Pell, whose death occurred early in August. 


Mrs. Amy C. Ransome, of California, third vice- 
chairman, was moved up to second vice-chairman, and 
Mrs. Lloyd C. Williams, of New York, was named 
third vice-chairman. Elected to fill vacancies on the 
national governing body were Mrs. Rebekah S. Great- 
house, formerly of the Council, and Mrs. Marie Moore 
Forrest, President of the District of Columbia Branch 
of the organization. Both are Washingtonians. Mrs. 
Greathouse was elected secretary to fill a vacancy 
created by the resignation of Dorothy Moncure. 

The Council dealt with many important matters in- 
cluding plans for an intensive campaign on Congress 
seeking immediate submission to the states of the 
Equal Rights Amendment to the federal Constitution. 
This campaign the Party calls Women's Fight for a 
Full Share in Democracy.” 

Endorsement was given Senate Resolution 183, spon- 


sored by Senator Burke, of Nebraska, defining the 


status of the member of the United States on the Inter 
American Commission of Women. Mrs. Florence Bay- 
ard Hilles offered the endorsing resolution. 

Announcement was made that a bronze tablet to 
the memory of Mrs. Pell will soon be erected in 
Black Watch Library in Ticonderoga, New York, by a 
memorial committee formed for this purpose. 

Visiting Washington over the week-end and received 
by the Woman’s Party Council was the Florence 
Nightingale Club of Maryland, a group of nurses, led 
by the president, Miss Grace Berger, of Baltimore. 
The Club is giving active support to the Equal Rights 
Amendment campaign. 

Mrs. Wiley, the new national Chairman of the 
Woman’s Party once before served in this capacity and 
has been a member of the Party from its inception. 
For years she has taken a prominent part in civic 
and philanthropic work of the District and is a former 


president of the Woman's City Club and the District 


of Columbia Federation of Women’s Clubs. At the 
present time she is Chairman of Indian Welfare for 
the General Federation of Women’s Clubs. Only a few 
months ago Mrs. Wiley, who is a graduate of George 
Washington University, was given an honorary degree 
of Master of Arts by Hanover College in Indiana be- 
cause of her outstanding achievements, including her 
work in assisting her distinguished husband, the late 
Dr. Wiley, widely known as the Father of the Pure 
Food Law. | 

Following her election to the national chairmanship, 
Mrs. Wiley made the following statement regarding 
the Equal Rights Amendment: 

“Whichever political party in the next session of 
Congress sees fit to push through the Constitutional 
Amendment granting women equal rights with men in 
the guardianship of children, inheritance rights, and 
all other civil rights, as well as the right to hold jobs 
on an equal competitive plane with men (all protective 
legislation being for both sexes) will thereby win 
the undying gratitude of hundreds of thousands of 
professional and business women who are now inse- 
cure in their jobs, due to discriminatory laws which, 


Mrs. Wiley Elected Woman's Party Chairman 


while apparently safeguarding women, in reality push 
them out into the streets. In my opinion it will also 
give such added morale and stability to industrially 
employed women that it will make them more secure 
in their jobs and cause the present protective laws 


designed for women 0 to be raised to protect both 


sexes. The hands of the clock of modern industry 


will not be turned back. Women have been used as 
‘a lever to raise industrial conditions for men in the 
past. It seems to me in the future men and women 


— stand together and demand proper safeguards 
or the industry in which they are employed, and not 
alize women’s jobs to benefit men —which is now 
ppening. 
“Women should no longer be forced to depend upon 
the fluctuating good nature of state legislatures in . 


securing gains for themselves. After ninety years of 


effort many discriminatory laws still remain on the 
statute books. Equality of opportunity between the 
sexes, one of the last great human rights to be secured, 
should be safely lodged in the Constitution of the 


United States at an early date, in order that women 


may have the opportunity with a free mind to assist 


in the remaking of the world when that much wished 
for time arrives. Behind a woman today stands only 


the medieval English Common Law placing upon her 
the stigma of inferiority and bondage. We ask the 
glorious right of Constitutional protection for women 
as well as men so that women may attain their 
full stature mentally, and spiritually through struggle, 
responsibility and growth.” 


Senator Burke To Speak 


Florence Bayard Hilles, of Delaware, says that the 
Delaware Branch of the National Woman’s Party is 
rejoicing in the prospect of having Senator Edward R. 


Burke, of Nebraska as the chief speaker at its next 


public meeting. His subject, “Democracy for Women,” 
is a fitting one for a man who has given such unwav- 
ering support to the principle of legal equality for 
men and women, 2 

The Equal Rights Amendment, now in the Judiciary 
Committee of which Senator Burke is an important 
member, and which has had his untiring interest and 
support, is the only measure before Congress that can 
assure to women equal justice under law by ironing 
—9 present inequalities and preventing others in the 

uture. 

EQUAL RIGHTS feels that the women of every state 
in the Union owe Senator Burke a great measure of 
gratitude and hopes for his continuance in public life. 


One More Slap 


The fact that Judge Philip Finnegan, of Chines. 
refused to grant a divorce to Mary Kuhar because her 
husband slap her, is in itself merely an item of 


news. What the judge held in the decision was another 


matter. 

nder the law,” said the Judge, “cruelty must con- 
sist of violence great enough to endanger life. A slap 
does not endanger life. A man may slap his wife as 
hard as he wants if he doesn’t kill her.“ 

In Canada last year a court held that a man had the 
right to spank his wife—that he had the right to~use 
physical force in “correcting her.“ 

ure. 
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Book Reviews 


“Shining Adventure” 


SOARING WINGS. A Biography of Amelia Earhart. 
1 ee Harcourt, Brace & Co. 


HEN I read the last line of “Soaring Wings,” I 
closed the book reluctantly, for I had become ac- 
uainted with a great woman and I wanted to continue 


e stimulus of that contact. All of us are more or 


less familiar with the main facts of Amelia Earhart’s 
life, with her enthusiasm for aviation and her coura- 
geous flights, but few of us were able to talk with 
her and know what she thought about and dreamed. 
“Soaring Wings” gives us a wide glimpse of her think- 
ing, and no one can get this glimpse and not be the 
better for it. Her naturalness, her selflessness, her 
courage, her loyalty to and confidence in women and 
her unsentimental, common-sense attitude toward them 
are an inspiration. 

When I speak of selflessness in connection with 
Amelia Earhart, I do not mean that abject selflessness 
which wipes out individualism and vivid personality, 
but a lack of that type of ego that needs pam 


ampering 
and interests so much greater than the individual that 


self is lost in the pursuit of them. 


Amelia Earhart was a great woman because her 
interest in science, mechanics, and aviation was blend- 
ed with an appreciation of beauty. and with vision. 
She had the soul of a poet as well as the mind of a 
scientist. 

I am tempted to quote paragraph after paragraph, 
particularly in the chapters on Marriage and Women. 

Of marriage, she said, “As a sex, women seem to 
regard matrimony as a highly honorable retreat from 
business failure.. They 
—* what I am afraid they want is lack of respon- 
sl 

To the question, How does being in business affect 
the business of marriage?, she replied, It seems to 
me that the effect of having other interests beyond 
those exclusively domestic works well. The more one 
does and sees and feels, the more one is able to do 
and the more genuine may be one’s appreciation o 
fundamental things like home, and love, and under- 
standing companionship.” 

Mr. Putnam says of her, “I suppose it is fair to say 
that while her work was aviation, her absorbing inter- 
est and concern, without being offensively feministic, 
was the place of women, both actually and ideally, in 
the world which she saw changing so rapidly. . . . She 
simply believed women should have an opportunity 
equal to that of men to develop their aptitudes, and 
that then they should be given equal opportunity to 
use them in work they were individually fitted to do. 
She never believed in filing-cabinet distinctions of work 
—this for women, that for men. If there was a job 
open she thought a woman should be considered for 
it equally with a man, but only on the basis of train- 
ing and competence. If a woman didn’t have training 
and competence she had no business applying for the 
job, and certainly none expecting any special consid- 
eration because she was a woman. She thought women 
lacked perspective about their place and opportunities 
in the scheme of things, and she thought men some- 


ink they are after freedom, 


Rights Amendment to the Constitution. Then only can 


times were just as sentimental about the whole thing 
as women were.” 

She was a member of the National Woman’s Party. 
She said, “I think we have to have these separate 
litical parties until all the discriminatory legislation 
has run its course.” By discriminatory legislation she 
meant even some which was “superfici favorable 
to women but in reality only pampered them.” “Sex 
has been used too long as a subterfuge,” she would 
say, “by the inefficient woman who likes to make her- 
self and others believe that it is not her incapability, 
but her womanhood, which is holding her back.” 

When President Elliot announced her appointment 
to the faculty of Purdue, he said, Miss Earhart repre- 
sents better than any other young woman of this gen- 
eration the spirit and the courageous skill of what may 
be called the new pioneering. At no point in our edu- 
cational system is there greater need for pioneering 
and constructive planni than in education for 
women. The University believes that Amelia Earhart 
will help us to see and to attack successfully many 
unsolved problems.” 

She was particularly happy about this work at 
Purdue. She undertook many investigations into the 
work of women which unfortunately she was unable 
to complete, but she unearthed enough to show her 
the great need of opening wider fields for women. 
She found that 92% of the women students wanted 
to go into gainful occupations. “After all,” she said 
to them, “times are changing, and women need the 
critical stimulus of competition outside the home. A 
girl must nowadays believe completely in herself as 
an individual. She must realize at the outset that a 
woman must do the same job better than a man to get 
as much credit for it. She must be aware of the vari- 
ous discriminations, both legal and traditional, against 
women in the business world. I cannot tell you that 
you will be able to bounce right out of college into your 
life work. I believe, under existing conditions, that is 
almost impossible to do. But I believe also that does 
not greatly matter, for the business world will draw 
out one’s aptitudes. ... And so I am inclined to say 
that, if you want to try a certain job, try it. Then if 
you find something on the morrow that looks better, 
make a change. And if you should find that you are 
the first woman to feel an urge in that direction— 
what does it matter? Feel it and act on it just the 
same. It may turn out to be fun. And to me fun is 
an indispensible part of work.” . 


Truly A Democracy’ 

“The Equal Rights Amendment would make Amer- 
ica truly a democracy,” is the opinion expressed by 
John S. Pratt, prominent Toledo, O., attorney and 
former assistant Attorney General of that state. 

Pointing out that “so-called protective legislation 
for women” actually worked to their detriment by 
making them less desirable as employees, the attorney 
declared that he suspected that men’s labor unions have 
in the past given encouragement to such legislation, 
1 “it the competition of women in in- 

us 

Mr. Pratt listed three bills proposed in Ohio to reg- 
ulate the employment of women, and pointed out how 
each would make the employment of women just a 
little more difficult. 

The more thought I give this question,” said Mr. 
Pratt, “the more I am convinced that the road to equal- 
ity for women lies with the adoption of the Equal 


women be assured that liberty is really theirs.” 
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A Feminist Thinks It Over 


By ALMA LUTZ 


THE CULT OF THE OLD-FASHIONED WOMAN 


HY ALL THIS furor about bringing back the 
old-fashioned woman? We see it in the fashions, 
in the wasp waist, in that abomination, the corset, in 
bustles, in bonnets and snoods, and in all the little 
frills and furbelows offered to tempt women away 
from the path of simplicity and comfort. We see the 
trend in magazines, “Good Housekeeping” advertises 
itself as an old-fashioned woman’s magazine and the 
Ladies Home Journal’ declares, “Modern women are 
2 old-fashioned,” and adds, “Parasols are back! 
More feminine skins stayed white this summer. Pink, 
baby blue, and white were favored colors!“ : 


Whether these two magazines which reach millions 
of women are really interested in encouraging a back- 
to-the-home movement remains to be seen. I should 
hate to think that their editors and managers were 
that short-sighted. But they depend upon advertisers 
for their income, and if they can persuade their readers 
to spend time and money on frills and furbelows, if 
they can keep readers’ intelligence so low that all they 
are interested in is buying this and that product, osten- 
sibly for the home and the preservation of their 


feminine charm, then manufacturers will be pleased 


and advertising will grow by leaps and bounds. 
Hand in hand with this old-fashioned-woman propa- 


ganda is the cry for “specialized feminine education 


for living,” and publicity when an occasional career 
woman turns reactionary. 

What does it all mean? It means that most men 
and most women have not yet learned that women are 
ordinary human beings who, left free to develop, will 
develop naturally and normally. They do not need 
“specialized feminine education.” They need to be left 
free to turn to home-making, architecture, law, or 
teaching, whatever seems to them to be their field. 
Iam inclined to think that when it comes to education 
for home life and marriage, we had better begin on the 
men. Women have had more than their share. On the 


whole women are adaptable and learn quickly. They 


hardly need generations more of such education, and 
men’s education along those lines has been sadly 
neglected. | 

_For one career woman who is convinced that her 
life has been a failure and would have been happier 
had it been spent in the limited field of the family 
circle or in blind devotion to husband and children, 
there are hundreds who have gained the self-respect 
and confidence that only financial independence can 
give. After all, adjustment to life is a mental process. 
It does not require husband, children, or careers, but 
self-knowledge and self-discipline. Nor is the stay-at- 
home wife necessarily to be more admired for devo- 


tion to husband and children than the wife who cares | 


enough to earn for home and children. 

When men and women grow old and out of tune 
with life, they long for the good old days, glorify the 
good old virtues, and see only evil and disaster in the 
new. It seems easier to live in the past than to make 
the effort to adjust to the new. In my opinion those 
today who are clamoring for the return of the old- 
fashioned woman and encourage the back-to-the-home 
movement are senile in their adjustment to the de- 
mands of the times. 

The virtues we want to cultivate in women are not 


old-fashioned. They are made for the ages. Women 
of long ago had them; women of today under differ- 
ent economic and social conditions have them. They 
are self-respect, intelligence, honesty, courage, love of 
home and humanity. 


Argentina Protects Marriage | 

In Argentina there is a law providing that mar- 
riage cannot be made a d for dismissal from 
employment of women without indemnification. 

ncerned for its future population, Argentina took 

the long view, its lawmakers arguing that Argentina 

pee never be adequately populated if marriage were 

be handicapped by discriminations against married 
women, “undermining the family institution.” 

The Argentine law at present provides that both 
En and private employers are prohibited from mak- 

agreements or office regulations to dismiss a mem- 
ber of the staff because of marriage. 

The law also stipulates that a year’s shall be 
paid as indemnity to employees so dismi , without 
prejudice to their rights under other legislation. Dis- 
missal within thi days before or twelve months 
after marriage is deemed sufficient proof that mar- 
riage was the reason for dismissal. 

For violation there is a fine of 10,000 pesos, this 
amount to be doubled in cases of ition and the 
penalties are paid to the National Education Fund. 

Argentina looks upon marriage as an institution 
worthy of encouragement from a national — 
and unlike some states in the United States, has decid 
that the sound course is not to penalize it but to give 
it official sanction. Argentina’s Congress, by enacting 
the law protecting married workers, also made mar- 
riage — for working women. Laws and regula- 
tions ing married women from employment have 
made marriage an impossibility for many working 
women. 


IN THE MAGAZINES 


To Work For Wages | 
By ANNE STEESE RICHARDSON 
Woman's Home Companion, November. 


Will Women Lose Their Jobs? 
By NoRMAN COUSINS 
Current History, September. 
Are Women Fit For Democracy? 


By DorotHy CANFIELD FISHER 
Independent Woman, October. 


the ‘‘timid soul’’ finds pleasure in it. 
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Important Decision 

November 23 the Washington Post carried an Asso- 
ciated Press dispatch under a Chicago date line to the 
effect that the United States District Court there had 
on November 22 “held the fair labor standards act of 
1938 constitutional.” 

Commenting on the decision George A. McNulty, 
general counsel of the Wage and Hour Division, said 


part: 

“Judge Holly’s decision upholds the constitutionality 
of the fair labor standards act in every respect.” 

“Regulations of wages and hours of labor is a proper 
exercise of police power,” said Judge Holly. It will be 
remem that the Act in question makes no distinc- 
tion as to sex, considering labor those who work. 

This decision would appear to overrule those who 
have advocated Minimum Wage and Maximum Hour 
Laws applying to women only, because of a belief that 
it would be unconstitutional to apply them to men. In 
Pennsylvania the Supreme Court declared unconsti- 
tutional the Maximum Hour Law applying to both 
men and women, at the same time there is on the stat- 
ute books a similar law applying to women only. 

Whether an appeal from the decision of the District 
Court will be made, remains to be seen. 


Manufactured Strife 


F. B. Gerhart, of Cloquet, Minn., President of the 
National Match Workers’ Council, says: “Women’s 
wages should absolutely be on a level with men’s. Not 
only because lower wages for women keep down the 
men's wages, but because they have a right to equal 
pay for equal work... 

“And you want to make him mad,” says The 
Labor News, “ask him what he thinks about this busi- 
ness of paying women in industry lower wages than 
men for the same kind of work.” 
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Mr. Gerhart says that in Cloquet “they have stirred 
up a fight between the married women and the single 
women.” He deplores the strife, which he says has 
| been engendered only with an idea of splitting their 
: union by getting the members to fight among them- 
| selves. Women, thereby, are materially weakened as 
a class and their position as workers in industry— 
married and single—adversely affected. 
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